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INTRODUCTION

The Agama and the Nigama

The present publication entitled the Pancarcitraraksa is

the third work of J:he Pancaratra Agama. published b> the

Adyar Library Among the great scriptures of the Hindus, the

Agama (also known as. the Tantra) and the Nigama (well-

known as the Veda) are considered to be the most sacred and

authoritative They enshrine vital teachings of the greatest

value and the highest significance The Agama is funda-

mentally a Sadhana S'astra—The Science of Self-realisation

For the benefit of its votaries—Sadhakas or Upasakas—it

prescribes a particular way of life and a practical course of

of Self-discipline in conformity with the theoretical teach-

ings of its Philosophy It also governs, to a considerable

degree, the forms of worship performed in the temples and

the religious rituals performed in the homes Both Agama

and Nigama have their own divisions and sub-divisions The

Nigama is divided into the four Vedas, well-known as Rk,

Yajus, Sama and Atharva The Agama has its three divisions,

S'aiva, Sakta and Vaisnava Each of these has sub-divisions

of its own The present work belongs to the Pancaratra

school or sub-division of the Vaisnava Agama It is an

authoritative exposition and a vigorous vindication of the

fundamental teachings of this school as also of the discipline,
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the form of worship and the way of life prescribed for those

who desire to regulate their lives according to its teachings

The late Sir John Woodroffe and his collaborators m
Bengal have made valuable contributions to the critical study

of S'aiva and S'akta Agamas—specially of the lattei—in a

number of publications issued by them about two decades

ago As regards the Vaisnava Agamas, d. g^eat pioneer-

ing work in this field was accomplished by Dr F Otto

Schrader, a past Director of the Adyar Library, when, in

1916, he published his monumental work entitled Introduction

to the Pdhcardtra and the Ahirbudhnya Samhitd together

with two volumes of the Samskrt Text oLthe Samhita edited

by the late S'rlman Devasikhamam Ramanujacharya, the

then Head Pandit of the Adyar Library (Nos 4 and 5

in the Adyar Library Series

)

“The publication of the

Ahirbudhyna Samhitd ” he then wrote “ has been undertaken

with a view to starting investigations in a branch of Sanskrit

Literature which was once cultivated in countries as far

distant from each other as Kashmir, Orissa and Mysore but
is now practically extinct except m a very few places of

Sourthern India where considerable remnants of it are still

being preserved and partly even studied ’* The position re-

mains nearly the same even now It does seem strange

that the critical study of the works of this school as well

as of the other schools of Agama literature should still re-

main a comparatively unexplored field
,

for, as stated above,
the day-to-day ritualistic life and temple-worship of the
Modem Hindus are based mostly on the Agama teachings
and traditions, notwithstanding the almost universal esteem
and veneration with which the Nigama or the Vedas are
held as the revealed scriptures or the self-revealed S'ruti
For the past hundreds of years, the Vedic sacrifices or
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yajnas have largely given place—specially in South India

—

to resplendent rituals of Temple-worship based on the Agamas

So too the rituals of Vedic worship at the domestic fire-altars

of the Ancient Aryans have largely given place to worship

practised according to the teachings and traditions of the

Agamas In both cases, certain elements of the sacrificial

rituals as practised by the ancient Aryans of the Vedic

period have been incorporated into the rituals of Temple

and Domestic v orship as practised in recent times In any

case, it is correct to say that the living religion of the

generality of Hindus of to-day is one that is based on the

Agamas—S'aiva, S'akta or Vaisnava—which inculcate the

worship of S'lva, S'akti or Visnu through symbols and images

consecrated according to the sacred texts and traditions of the

respective Agamas According to the eminent scholar, the

late P T Srinivasa Iyengar, “the Agamas, like the Upam-

sads, were the ultimate development of the Brakmanas ,

though they contained other elements besides ,
hence the

followers of the Agama schools sought to prove their ortho-

doxy by interpreting the Upanisads in accordance with their

own tenets They even gave the name of Samhita to them,

as also the name Simti
,
thus indicating their claim to be,

what they really were, based on and regularly evolved

from tradition This movement gave birth to most of the

later Upanisads, which unlike the earlier ones do not

denominate the Supreme Being Param Brahma, but are

expressly Vaisnava, S'aiva or S'akta in their tone and are

probably in many cases but Agamas under the name of Upani-

sads Many of the Agamas themselves are called Upanisads,

though not included in the recognised 108 ” 1

1 The Vaisnava Saiva and Sakta Upanisads with the commentary of

Sri Upamsad Brahma Yogin have been published as Nos 8 9 & 10 of the

Adyar Library Se> les
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“ The Bhagavadgita which is called an Upamsad, also

the Smrti, par excellence ,
and the S'vetas'vatara Upamsad are

works of Vedanta, but show clear traces of the influence of the

Agamas Garbe has pointed out the influence of the Bhdga

-

vata (Vaisnava) \gamas on the former The latter bears

equally clear traces of the influence of the S'aiva cult Both

works seem to be due to an ancient synthesizing movement in

which was attempted a higher standpoint than the monism of

the Upamsads, the pluralism of the Sankhya and the

Vais'esika and the three tattvas (triple reality) of the Agama

schools, a standpoint from which all three can be reconciled

and treated as different aspects of the higher point of view ”

The Agamas in general claim to be based on the Nigama

or Veda There is also the view that both are denved from

a common root or Mula Veda Harfta, for example, states m
his Dharma S'astra that S'ruti is of two kinds—the Vedic

and Tantnc (or Agamic) (graWTOt HR.
I ffclSJ Mm I

I) In later times, however, there seems to have

arisen a school which held that the Agama was inferior to, and

less authoritative than the Ntgama and that the Agama path

was only for those who were not equal to treading the Vedantic

path It is to refute this view that, about ten centuries ago, S'ri

Yamunacarya, the father of the Vaisnava Vis'istadvaita school

of S'ri Ramanuja, seems to have found it necessary to write his

famous work, the Agama prdmanya, for upholding the view

that Agama is as equally authoritative as the Nigama or Veda
—a view acceptable to all the three great Acaryas—S'ri S'ankara,

S'ri Ramanuja and S'ri Madhva—so far as we may infer such a

view from the fact that all of them were the greatest Vedantms
as well as most devout followers of the Agama path It is

this fact that has been referred to in the following statement

of the late P T Srinivasa Iyengar
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“ The influence of the Agamas or Taniras
, as they are

more familiarly known, on Indian life has been profound The

living Hindu religion of toda> from Cape Comorin to the

remotest corners of Tibet is essentially Tantnc Even the

few genuine Vedic rites that are preserved and are supposed

to be derived straight from the Vedas e g the Sandhyd
,
have

been modified by the addition of Tantnc practices Equally

profound has been the influence of the Agamas on the develop-

ment of Vedanta philosophy S'ankara was a professed S'akta

and his Advaita exposition of the Vedanta, though overtly

independent of the S'akta Agamas, is influenced by Tantnc

theories and his discipline by Tantnc practices Ramanuja

who, according to Dr Thibaut, expounds a less forced form

of Vedanta and more near to the ideas of Badarayana, the

author of the Vedanta Sutras , than S'ankara, was a Vaisnava

and regarded the Vaisnava Agamas as authoritative, though

he too seldom quotes them to support his exposition Madhva

is so much under the Agama influence that his Bhcisya is but

a string of Agama texts with a few words thrown in here and

there to connect them ”

Subject-Matter

As regards the general contents of Agama literature, the

subject-matter is generally dealt with under four heads viz

Jnana (knowledge which is Release or Mukti), Yoga (concen-

tration on one subject), Knyd (Action—including all actions

from laying the foundations of the temple to the completion

of the sacred edifice and the installation of the images therein,

according to prescribed rules) and Caryd (performance of daily

worship other rites, rituals, and festivals etc according to

prescribed methods) Though this division into four Pddas
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or -HXtions »-> tilt general plan, there is considerable variation

in the different works, ir respect of the stress laid on and the

proportion of space devoted to particular section or sections

In manv works it i» the practical portion viz the Knyd and

Cutyd padas that are dealt w ith at great length So far as the

teaching regarding tnc ultimate reality is concerned, all schools

agree in postulating the existence of three Realities (or Tat-

tvas) nz
, (1) A Supreme Being, (2) Individual souls, (3) Objec-

tive Universe The names given to these three ultimate

realities or Tattvas differ in different schools, but the doctrine

of Tattia Trayain is accepted by all schools Likewise, they

all agree in holding that the world is a reality and not Mtthyd

(unreality) The view regarding the unreality of the world as

postulated by Mayavadins is absent from the Philosophy of

the Agama* Bhakti—personal devotion to the world-mother

or world father or world mother and father (DampatbJagatam-

pati) is another feature that characterizes all the Agama
schools To quote again from the late P T Srinivasa

Iyengar

“ The root of this attitude of Bhakti to a Supreme Being can

be traced to that spirit of the vedic Rsis, which made them

praise as the Highest, whatever God, high or low, they happend

to invoke at any time—the spirit which Max-Muller has

labelled Henotheism The development of the Agama schools

gave a great impetus to Bhakti by concentrating the attention

on one Deva and this resulted in an extreme development of

Bhakti, a devotion that expressed itself in an absorbing love

—

a complete self-surrender This devotional movement has,

as in other countries, given a great stimulus to Art , Temple
architecture, especiall} in Southern India and Lyric (devo-

tional) poetry, especially Sanskrit, Tamil and Hindi have

reached a high order of perfection Music, Dancing
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(.Ndtya) and gesticulation (abhinaya) ha\e also been evolved

under the influence of religious devotion
”

As regards the significance and import of the word

Pancaratra , several views have been propounded These

have been discussed on pages 24 to 26 of Dr Schrader s

Introduction to the Pancaratra His conclusion is that the

name “ Pancaratra ” is traceable to the central doctrine of

this school which has reference to “ the Pancaratra Sattra

of Narayana (spoken of m S'atafiatha-Brahmana, XIII 6 1)

interpreted philosophically as the five-fold self-manifestation

of God by means of His Para, Vyuha, Vibhava, Antaryamm,

and Area forms This would well agree with the statement of

the Ahirbudhnya Sainhita ,
at the end of the eleventh adhyaya,

that the Lord Himself framed out of the original S'astra the

system (tantra) called Pancaratra describing His (five-fold)

nature (known) as Para, Vyuha, Vibhava, etc (i e Antaryamm

and Area) He also states that, m regard to the topics dealt

with in the Pancaratra S'astra in general, “ the Scientific

student will probably find it best to distinguish the follow-

ing ten

(1) Philosophy ,

(2) Linguistic occultism {mantras'astro) ,

(3) Theory of magical figures (
yantras'dstra)

,

(4) Practical magic (mdyd-yoga) ,

(5) Yoga,

(6) Temple-building (mandit a-mnndna) ,

(7) Image-making (pratistha-vidhi) ,

(8) Domestic observances (samskdra , dhnika

)

,

(9) Social rules {varnds'rama-dharma)
,

(10) Public festivals (utsava)

”

As has been stated already, the Pancaratra Literature,

like the literatures of Agamas gen ei ally, has not yet been



S'Rl PIS CARATR V RAKSa\\ i

St idled bj the generalit> of modern Orientalists and critical

si holar=.—Indian and European—to the same extent and in the

‘dime scholarly wa\ that the literature of the well-known

Si v schools of Philosophy (including the Vedanta) have been

The Agamas enshnne a sjstem of Philosophy which has

certain special and unique features distinct from those found

m the schools of Vedanta and other well-knowli Dars'anas or

schools of Philosophj In regard to the Philosophy of the

Pahcaratra system, it was Dr Schrader, a past Director of

the Advar Library, who undertook, for the first time, a critical

studv of all available literature on the subject and published

the monumental reference-w ork already referred to

—

viz ,

Introduction to the Pahcaratra
, (No 5 of the Adyar Libraiy

Series) A masterly exposition is contained on pages 27 to 93

of this publication where the subject is dealt with under

the following six heads and to which those interested are

referred for details

(1) Nights and da>s of Narayana (The Supreme Reality)

,

(2) Higher or “ Pure ” creation (Evolution First stage)

,

(3) Intermediate Creation (Evolution Second stage)

,

(4) Lower Primary creation (Evolution Third stage)
,

(5) Secondary or “ Gross ” creation ,

(6) Nature and destiny of the soul

Agama Literature

The Agamas have generally been treated as Rahasya

(secret, esoteric or occult science) Of the many works men-

tioned as the authoritative scriptures of these schools—108

Pancaratra Agamas, 28 S'aiva Agamas and 77 S'akta Agamas
are so mentioned—only a few have been printed so far.

The names of many others quoted in certain commentaries
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on extant Samhitas have not yet become available even as

manuscripts

Each of the three schools—S'aiva, S'akta and Vaisnava

—

have further divisions and sub-divisions (Upa-Agamas)

S'aiva Agamas

The literature of the S'aiva school is intimately related

to that of the S'akta school The school is designated as

S'aiva ** because the name given herein to the Supreme

Being is “ S'lva ” regarded as the World-Father, the Final Cause

of the Universe Under the S'aiva Agama (also known as the

Maheswara Agama) come the following well-known divisions

1 The Pas'upata School Pas'upati Sutras and writings

attributed to Haradattacarya and Lakulis'a (or Nakulis'a) are

considered as the authoritative works of this school

2 The Siddhdnta or S'aiva Siddhanta School This is

the living religion of a considerable section of Tamiltans m
South India Among the authoritative works of this school

are the well-known 28 S'aiva Agamas, Nllakanta’s Bhdsya on
Vedanta Sutras (usually referred to as S'aiva Vis'istadvaita)

and an extensive literature m Tamil written during the last

1500 years or more by S'aiva Acaryas of the S'aiva Siddhanta
school Among the 28 S'aiva Agamas, the Kdmika

,

Kdrana, Suprahheda and Vdthiila are considered specially

authoritative

3 The Pratyabhijnd School of Kashmir Among the

authoritative works of this school are the S'lva Sutras o
#
f

Vasugupta, Spanda Kankd of Kallata, S'lvadrsti of Soma-
nandanatha and Pratyabhijnd Sutra of Utpala (Pratyabhijnd-

hrdayam of this school was published by the Adyar Library in

1938 as No 19 of the Adyar Library Series)
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S'akta Agamas

This school is designated as “ S'akta ” because the name

grven herein to the Supreme Being is S'akti regarded as

the \\ orld-Mother Among the foundational works of

this school is the S'akti Siitras from which quotations are

cited b\ Bhaskarara>a in his commentary oft Lahtdsahas-

randma—a \er} popular work on the •thousand names of the

World Mother designated as Lahta As has been stated

alread}. Sir John Woodroffe and his collaborators in Bengal

have published a number of Tantras of this Agama

Under this School (also know-n as Deyl Agama) come the

5 S'ubhagamas, 64 Kaulagamas and 8 Misra Agamas

Saundaryalahari attributed to S'rl S'ankarac&rya, a popular

w ork m use for daily devotions and Updsand belongs to this

school An authoritative edition of this work edited by the

late Pandit S Subraman) a Sastn of the Adyar Library w^as

published by The Theosophical Publishing House, Adyar

He also edited another popular work of this school viz
, the

Vanvasydrahasya of Bhaskararaya (with his own commentary)

published m 1941 as No 28 of the Adyar Library Series

Vaisnava Agamas

This school is designated as Vaisnava because the

name given herein to The Supreme Being is “ Visnu,” “ Vasu-

deva ” or “ Narayana ” regarded as the World^Father or

S'riman Narayana where S'rl and Narayana are regarded as

One

—

World-Father and
1\J
other

Under the Vaisnava Agamas come the two schools of

Vaikhaoasa and Pancaratra_^Agamas which govern temple-

worship imVisnu J^mples The present publication is a work
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of the Pahcaratra school The emphasis in Vaikhanasa and

Pahcaratra rituals ot worship is stated to be on Vedic and

Tantric forms respectively

The origin of the Vaikhanasa Agamas is attributed to

Vikhanas or Brahma himself who revealed the S'astra through

his four disciples Atri, Marlci, Kas^yapa and Bhrgu each of

whom wrote a Samhita of his own Of these, the Atri and

AlancT Samhitas are 'already printed and published by the

authorities of the S'ri Venkates'vara Temple at Tirupati where

worship is according to the Vaikhanasa Agama The Bhtgu

Samhita also is expected to be soon published by the same

authorities Further, a number of works of this School—
about ten m number—have been published mainly in Telugu

script, in the Vaikhanasa Granthamdld Series
,

Madras

A work under the title of Vaikhanasa Agama and attri-

buted to Marlci was edited by K Sambasiva Sastri and

published in 1935 as No 121 m the Trivandrum Sanskrit

Series It is interesting to note that S'ri Vedanta Des'ika,

the celebrated author of the present work on the Pahcaratra

school (of which he was a devoted follower) has written

a work about the Vaikhanasa Agama also This work is

entitled Sajjana Vaibhava

As regards the Literature of the Pahcaratra system,

Dr Schrader gives a synopsis of no less than 215 Samhitas,

listed as works of this school (Vide pp 6 to 11 of his In-

troduction to the Pahcaratra) He also adds “ There are

further a number of Samhitas, quoted or mentioned by name,
which seem to be different from those of the Lists A com-
plete list should some day reveal many more names ” Only
11 of these were available to Dr Schrader in print when he
published his Introduction to the Pdhcaidtra in 1916 Of
these, he gives the following details on pages 12 and 13
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“The Editions of Samhitas, most of which are now not

easily obtained, are the followmg eleven

1 IsrLara Samhita, Telugu, Sadvidya Press, Mysore,

1890, Yogi Parthasarathi Aiyangar

2 Kapihjala Samhita

,

Telugu, Kalyana-kumaravilasa

Press, Tirukko\ alur, no >ear, Yogi, etc (see 1)

3 Paras'ara Samhita, Telugu, Vagls'v^ri Mudraksara

S'ala Press, Bangalore, 1898, lyunnx RaghavaCarya

4 Pddma Tantra, Telugu, 1891, rest as m 1

5 6 Brhad Brahma Samhita (5) Telugu SYlvenka-

teswaramla’va Press, Tirupati, 1909, no name , (6) Devanagarl

,

Anandas'rama Press, Poona, H N Apte

7 Bharadvdja Samhita, Telugu, no year, rest as in 1

8 Laksmi Tantra
, Telugu, 1888, rest as m 1

9 Vtsnutilka
, Telugu, Bangalore, 1896, Raghavacarya.

10 S'fiprasma Samhita
, Grantha, Mangalavilasa Press,

Kumbakonam, 1904, J Ramasvami Bhattacarya

11 Sattvata Samhita, Devanagari, Sudars'ana Press,

Conjeeveram, 1902, P B Anantacariar

(A portion of the Ahirbudhnya Samhita m Telugu chrac-

ter, is not worth description )

With the exception of Brhad Brahma Samhita all of

these need re-editing, a critical edition of 4, 8, and 11 being
particularly desirable

”

A few additions have been made since then These are
the Ahirbudhanya Samhita published as No 4 of the Adyar
Library Series, Jaydkhya Samhita and Parama Samhita pub-
lished as No 54 and 81m the Gaekwad’s Oriental Series

The origin of the Pancaratra Agama is traced to the
Supreme Being S'riman Narayana who is stated to have revealed
the S'astra to Narada, S'andilya and other Maharsis, through
Sanaka and other Great ones residing m S'vetadvipa—“ The
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uhite Island ” In any case, it is held that references, to

“ Pancaratra” occurring in Chandogya Upantsad \ S'atapatha

Brdhmana \ Ramayana and Mahdbharata \ point to the

great antiquity of this S'astra

There are also references m ancient works like the above

to the Satvata and Bhagavata schools of the Vaisnava Agama ,

but, m his S*n Bhasya, the great commentary on the Vedanta

Sutras, S'ri Ramanuja treats the three terms—Bhagavata,

Satvata and Pancaratra—as being almost synon} mous

The Author

The author of the present publication is S'ri Venkata*

natha, the thrice—greatest Acarya, reverently referred to by his

1 “ ran

M ft*? nrann. (vn 1

)

Oh Sanatkumara I have learnt Rgveda Yajurveda. Samaveda
Atharvana Ekavana etc The term Ekayana is taken to mean
Pancaratra

mm
—(Satapatha Brahmana XIII 6 11)

5T5#cT II

—[Ramayana, Uttarakanda Sarga 7 Verse 16 }

—Santiparva (Chap 359 Verse 1 )

The whole section of this parva called the Narayantya (Chaps 344 361) <

has references to this topic

g*r i

”

—S'antiparva (348-62 Sc 3)
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devoted followers as Vedanta Des'ika or Nigamanta Guru, and

well-known to fame under the titles of “ Kavitarkika Simha,”

“ V edantacarya ” and “ Sarvatantrasvatantra ”—“ Master of

Sciences 4rts, Crafts and all other branches of knowledge ”

The most erudite scholar of his time, both m Samskrt and

Tamil lore , the composer of many mellifluous and soul-stirring

h\mns, brilliant logician and controversialist /the author of

exquisite poetry and superb prose, a
# dramatist of unique

excellence
,

the profoundest philosopher of his age , an

incomparable expounder and teacher, a Jnani wondrously

wise, a Bhakta beloved of the elect, a Prapanna and

saint, adored by his followers as God’ c own, our author

was a versatile genius and a literary luminary of the first

order w ho lived a full and hallow ed life, extending over a

century from 1268-1269 A D to 1369-1370 A D An excellent

and concise account of his life and w'orks has appeared m
Vol II of the Cultural Heritage of India m the article on
“ The Historical Evolution of S'ri Vaisnavism m South

India” by S'rfman V Rangacharya, to whom I am indebted

for the following extract
1

“ In the history of Vaisnavism, the name of Vedanta

Des'ika (or Venkatanatha) is second only to that of Ramanuja

He was the son of S'ri Anantasun of Tuppil near Conjeevaram,

by Totaramba, the sister of Atreya Ramanuja or Kidambi

Appillar, and was born in 1269 A D Tradition regards him as

the incarnation of the bell of the Lord of Tirupati Educated

and trained by his uncle, he mastered all known religious

literature by his twentieth year, and entered the life of a

householder From about 1290 to 1369, that is, for more than

three quarters of a century, Vedanta Des'ika enriched the

1 Pages 96 to 98 This extract has since been revised by the author S'riman
V Rangacharya at my request
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Vaisnava world with his teachings and writings Spending his

days as a poor and resigned householder at Tiruvahindra-

puram (near Cuddalore), Conjeevaram, Srirangam (where he

successfully defended Vis'istadvaita from the attack of rivals),

Mysore, and elsewhere, he obtained a reputation which led to

his own apotheosis in course of time It is not possible here

even barely to enumerate his writings, which number more

than a hundred* They are characterized by versatility, beauty

of style and thought, ethical fervour, and deep spiritual

insight As a poet, philosopher and thinker, as a controver-

sialist and popularizer, he was equally great His works were

both m Sanskrit an<J Tamil and included original compositions

as well as commentaries They can be divided into nine

headings or classes (1) Panegyrics of a devotional character

on different deities or Acar^as , (2) Treatises m elaboration of

the Vis'istadvaitic system , (3) Works in Tamil and Sans-

krit, reconciling the teachings of the Alvars with those of the

Prasthanatmya
, (4) Secret doctrines of Vaisnavism , (5)

Original Tamil poems on various subjects , (6) Epic poems in

Sanskrit , (7) Dialectical works directed against rival schools ,

(8) Treatises on practical daily routine and (9) Miscellaneous

treatises The first set includes the Garudadandaka
,
Garu-

dapancas'at, Hayagriva-stotra, Devanayakapanccis'at Gopala-

vims'ati
,

S'ristuti, Varadarajapancas'at, Raghuviragadya-

Yatirajasaptati (on Ramanuja), Abliitistavay and fifteen other

works Amongst the philosophic treatises on Ubhaya-Vedanta

may be mentioned the following Adhikai ana-darpana,

Gitabhasya-tatparya-candnka
,
Vedarthasamgraha-vydkhydna

,

Bhasya on Is'dvdsya Upamsad, Nigamaparimalam
, Dramido-

pamsat-tatparya-ratndvali
, Tattvatikd, (an extensive gloss on the

Sf
rl Bhasya), Adhikarana-sdravail—a series of Sanskrit verses

summarizing the discussions of the various sections of the
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Vedanta Sutras), Nydyaparis'iiddhi and Nyayasiddhanjana

(text-books of \ is'istadvaitic logic), Ses'vara-Mimdmsd (a com-

mtntarv on Jaimmi’s work tracing the relationship between the

Purva and Uttara Mlmamsas and refuting the common theory

that the former is atheistic), and Tattvamuktakaldpa (an elabo-

rate and critical discussion of the nature of the Universe in the

light of the Vis'istad\aita philosophy, togethei with an ex-

planatory gloss on it called Sarvarthastddlii) Des'ika’s lectures

on the ideals and daily practices of S'ri Vaisnavism were em-

bodied in the allied treatises of Saccantra-raksd,
Rahasya-raksa

,

Pancardtra-raksa, (the present publication), Nikseparaksd,

GltdrtJia^amgraha-rdksd, etc ,
which remain even today the

most classical and authoritative works on the subject In

explanation of the Mantras (which, together with the Bhasyas

and the Prabandhas, form the triple basis of S'ri Vaisnavism)

he wrote, in the Mampravala style, the Tattva-padavi, Rahasya-

padavi, Tattza-navanlta, Rahasya-navamta, Tattva-ratnavall,

Parama pada-sopdna, Rahasya-traya-sara, and twenty-five

other works, thereby clearly analyzing, elaborating, and

strengthening the views of Ramanuja For the sake of the

lay people he wrote the series known as Mummamkkovai ,

Panduppd, Kalalpd
,
Ammdnatppd

,
Us'alpd, Es'alpd, Adaik-

kalappattu, etc In his S'atadiisanl he refuted Advaitism from

many standpoints He also composed the Vedantic drama

Sankalpa-suryodaya It consists of ten Acts and is unrivalled

in allegorical literature for dignity, grandeur, and intellectual-

ity Des'ika further composed the Kdvyas of the Hamsa-
sandesra, and Yadavabhyudaya In the name of the first of

these works there is a significance The hamsa (swan) was
the form m which Visnu taught the Paficaratra doctrine The
last-named work is a fine and elegant poem which won the

admiration of the renowned Appaya Diksita in the sixteenth
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century, and made him compose a valuable commentary on

it The Padukasahas'ra is a poem of one thousand verses on

the Lord’s lotus-feet, or rather his wooden sandals Des'ika

also composed, m addition to his original Prabandhas (Des'ika-

prabandha) m Tamil, an elaborate commentary called the

Seventy-four Thousand, which is lost Amongst the miscel-

laneous works of the great saint, mention may be made of the

Subhdshita-mv

T

and other ethical treatises written for a chief

of the Andhra country, the S'llparthasdra on art, and archi-

tecture, the Rasa-bhaumdmrta and Vrksabhaumamrta on

medicine, and the Vatrdgyapancaka which he addressed to

Vidyaranya in prai%e of resignation when he was pressed to

come to Vijayanagar under the sunshine of royal patronage.

It is not surprising that Vedanta Des'ika was called m his own
age Kavitarkikasimha, the lion of poets and philosophers, and

Sarvatantrasvatantra
, the master of all science and know-

ledge Many incidents can be cited to show the innate beauty

of character of this ideal samt, scholar, and man Not the

least of his services was his saving the Sfrutaprakds'ikd from

the chaos which followed the sack of S'rirangam in 1327.

This is the reason why his name as Vedantacarya is invoked

by all S'ri Vaisnavas without sectarian bias in beginning the

study of the S'ri Bhdsya ”

In preparing the text of the present edition, six palm-

leaf manuscripts and five printed editions were secured

for the purpose of collation and critical examination All were
found to contain many scribal and other errors Of the

printed editions, three were m Grantha characters, one m
Telugu and one in Devanagarl All the Grantha editions,

though printed at different times, give almost the same
readings The Telugu edition gives some variant readings and
the Text contains fewer errors than the Texts of the Grantha



\XM S'RI PARCARaTRA rarsa

editions The help obtained by the Devanagari edition v\ as

found to be ven limited The details of the manuscripts

and printed copies secured for collation are given in the Sanskrit

Introduction of the Editor, S'riman Pandit Duraiswami

Iyengar (pp That designated by him as SF was

found, on the whole, to give the best readings While

the Editors have selected for their Text the readings which

seemed to them best, the} ha\e als5 give
rn in foot-notes

variant readings for the purposes of compansion and examina-

tion b\ other scholars The following is a summary of the

description of collated Texts as detailed m the Sanskrit

Introduction *

1
5

sfi. Printed m Grantha characters in Vilambi Samvat-

sara (Kali 4999, a d 1899) On the front page, it bears the

inscription §%! 1 Found to

contain many mistakes

2 (®T) 2 H 34 of the Adyar Library Printed in

Grantha script 16 years earlier than in the Citrabhanu

Samvatsara (Kali 4983, A D 1882-83) in Cennapun m the

Vyavaharatarangmi Press As m the case of the previous

edition, the front-leaf bears the inscription

WA . Almost all the

corrections given m the Errata of the edition designated H
have been incorporated in this edition

3 This was procured from the Govt Oriental MSS
Library, Madras No D 5280 Good Writing This seems

^o have been copied about 92 years ago by one Tirumalai

Vedantaramanujacarya on palm-leaves m only 12 days At

1 This belongs to Sriman T Venugopalacarya, the Joint Editor Sriman
M. Duraiswami Iyengar the Editor has also a copy containing almost identical
readings Hence, these two Manuscripts are taken as one
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the end of the MS ,
it is written ERlfcffl'

<T3#sfi l^fWRWf cTBT

fSPI. I

Sltqram^T feflsRtl I^sarHOTT?e%H I

crfersEn sjtisqr aofURj^raj

Comparing the mistakes found in the Manuscript with

those found in the printed editions, it looks as though this MS
was used as the basis of the printed editions The MS is un-

damaged and almost complete In three or four places, a few

are found missing either through the mistake of the scribe or

through the deficiency in the original MS of which this

is a cop\

4 *T Palm-leaf MS obtained from the Govt Oriental

MSS Library, Madras, bears the Shelf-number (M 49-l)D 5281.

Complete It is not known w hen and by whom it was copied

It may either be of the same age as *3 or slightly later than

that There is not much difference in readings between this

and *3. The traditional colophon iC ^3-

- -
??

is at found neither at the end nor

elsewhere in the manuscript

5 cf Palm-leaf manuscript obtained from the Govt.

Oriental MSS Library, Madras No R 4227 Comparing the

leaves and writing of this MS with those of and J7 which

were copied about a hundred years ago, it looks as though that

this MS is older by about 300 years Fortunately, till now its

leaves have neither been perforated by insects, nor worn out

with age The present edition is based mostly on the readings

of this MS which were found to be the best available.

Many acceptable readings found here are not found in other

MSS or printed editions
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6 ¥ Fairly old ,
belongs to the Govt Oriental MSS

Library, Madras written on palm-leaves, Shelf-number

M 34-3
,
generally resembles 3 in readings From the damaged

state of some lea\es, it seems to be older even than g.

Several folia at the beginning are missing, and some are in-

jured at the corners The letters are slightly indistinct This

MS, which was apparent!} not accessible to earlier editors

and which has already undergone decay due to age was fortu-

nately secured in time for the good readings given therein to

be utilised in the present edition

7 M Printed twenty three >ears ago (1919 ad) at

Bangalore in Telugu characters by Tuppal Venkatacarya In

point of readings as well as the st}le of printing, this is some-

what better than the Grantha editions noticed before

8 35 Palm leaf MS obtained from the Govt Oriental

Library, Mysore
,
No 2498 Clearly written Complete , re-

sembles very much Sf and W in readings The name of scribe

and date of writings not known ,
perforation by insects has

just set in , this must have been copied later than SJ and S’.

9 5f. Palm leaf MS obtained from Govt Oriental

Library, Mysore, No 3028 Incomplete, time of copying and

name Qf scribe not noted About the end of the Second

Adhikara which ends 1 35T

| 5
some lines are missing

10 sg From what is known so far, this appears to be

the first printed edition of the Pancaratraraksa It was

edited by Veliyanur S'ankhapuram S'ri Raghavacarya and

Kondamur Koyilunni S'ri Raghavacarya, and printed at the

request of Kumbhakonam Tattai S'ri Krsnamaoarya, by

Madapusi Parthasarathyacarya in Vikrama Samvatsara (a d
1880) in Madras m the Vyavaharatarangmi Press Printed
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over sixty years ago, this seems to have formed the basis for

the Grantha editions mentioned before A list of Errata of

eight pages is added at the end Still the credit for bring-

ing out the first Edition of the Pancard.traraksd must go to

S'ankhapuram Raghavacarya
1

11 Devanagarf edition printed at Brmdavan by

Dharanidhara
%
S'astri and S'ridharacarya

In every onfe of the available manuscripts and editions noted

above, there is a uniform break m the third Adhikara after the

words “

in the topic relating to Jjyd (worship and sacrificial rites)

Naturally, this is a matter which has caused deep disappoint-

ment and regret to our editors and also to myself as I had

hoped that the patient and devoted labours of our editors

would be rewarded by the discovery and restoration of the

missing portion dealing with so vitally important a topic as

Ijyd We hope and pray that further research may soon

lead to the discovery of the precious find

For further details, those interested, are referred to the

masterly introduction in Samskrt written by the Editor,

S'riman Vaidyaratna Pandit M Duraiswami Iyengar, wherein

w ill also be found the details of certain special features which
are calculated to make this edition specially valuable to

critical students and scholars There is one valuable feature,

however, w^hich I must mention here It relates to a practice

of our ancient authors which has been operating as a matter

of some disadvantage to modern students In regard to many
quotations cited as authoritative texts—Pramana Vdkyas
the ancient scholars seemed to have taken for granted that

the authorship of such Vdkyas would be so well-known to

1 This book was obtained from Sriman Conjeevaram Tayarsanmdhi
Yaradacarya
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other scholars as not to require anv specific mention This

ma\ not have operated as a disadvantage so long as contem

porarv scholars carried on the practice of committing to

mtmon an mcredibh large number of authoritative texts

and Acre, m tact, living and walking libraries wherefrom

reference to an} authontativ e passage could be obtained auto-

maticalh and vvith the greatest ease from the 'mere mention

of the text under reference In modern times, the race of

such htcrar} giants is fast becoming extinct due to v anous

causes so that modern scholars find it difficult to trace out

the original sources of many of the passages quoted m ancient

writings In regard to authoritative passages quoted in the

present publication, our author has followed the ancient prac-

tice and has not given specific references to original sources

m man} instances It speaks volumes to the patient industry

and scholarl} zeal of our editors that they have been able to

trace out the original sources of as many as 95% of the passages

cited The results of this stupendous labour are incorporated

m the \ppendices punted at the end of the work It is difficult

for me to find words to express my deep gratitude to Pandit

Duraisvvami Iyengar for the superb manner in which he has

performed his labour of love and for the vast erudition, great

enthusiasm and the incomparable devotion w hich he has brought

to bear on the work of editing this publication S'rfman

Duraisvvami Iyengar bears with distinction the title of S'ri

Demka Dars'ana Durandhara bestowed upon him by learned

pandits m recognition of his eminent services in spreading the

message of S'ri Vedanta Des'ika, the author of the present

publication Naturally, the work of editing was undertaken

by him m the spirit of a pious devotee preparing a worthy

offering to be lovingly placed at the feet of his master,

Nigamanta Guru of hallowed memory Where jnanam/
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(knowledge and wisdom) worked in happy union with S'raddha

(Reverence and Faith) and Bhakthi (Devotion), asm this case,

the result was bound to be an offering w7ell worthy to be placed

at the feet of the Master , and so, it has been, as discern-

ing readers ma^ see for themselves We were also fortunate in

our Jt Editor, S'riman Vedanta S'lromam Pandit T Venu-

gopalacharya ^eminently qualified for his role, not only by his

learning and devotion*but also by his past services in spreading

the Message of the Master, which have earned for him the

title of S'n Des'ika Dars’ana Durandhara—a title which,

as I have already stated, our Editor S'riman Pandit Durai-

swami Iyengar beai^ with great distinction and appropriate-

ness To both of them, I tender, once again, my grateful

thanks I also join them in laying this offering at the feet of

the Master to whom, I am sure, they would wish me to render

respectful homage in terms of the following verses sanctified

by constant and continual usuage through hundreds of

years

sfofefaaraiq^ n

sfarq;
i

feraW $ eftisraT gfs ||

TO ||
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5P%| JJW: q?§T[ qq qf^fOTT 3?°wf^ S^RnqT-

ffjRjptT sfgqq 3n^qq qiRRq^q;gT?q 1

W-
qnra, ftfsFq g^ragq^qqmqmqmR sq^RRT

t%rnr my=b i (3kw4h4m<w^r fqqqR s^qrqcqfqpq

ftWripil HRTSq sftqiWmRITJPI ITf^ETC '^TOR

3TRi#aTOT ggfer i w qR, % ftqrc *rtt$,

qfRsrfcfqfq \ 3r^r3 3rh% qiraf=#t 3frt^ 3

ST^teiR qira |frt, q? 5 rt gfen #sn- gqsfq 3

f%fe$?RqqRT q«q* stenR sjqsfraqflsg^r gRTqiqiR'tft

siqflfq 3qT qsqR ?qtraq qqq^qRR i q^re rpirr-
qqq^sq, qira q qrfsratoR *Rn# hwr gfRT

ffci q^qqqqql f%qfq qqrfR R ^rr i rr
qwfqgq rr

,

^R^WRWFkig^q jfrt qfrwr

% SRqfqi'qT qf^swrc 3rw w % qfsgotf

fafowngfsqiftfsft fqqqfRRTft fipR gspi^qTqfal

1 HpraRswrfii^g^RT OTWiiram sEteiRRmr =% Rot s^am i

2
swftqqitreft, sftwqpf sfit SMI ffsiq^%t ^ftsq gfei i



s ^jfirart

qfcaw m aanstl fttftraft laia'ia rarea aftsw m i

fa^aftaafraa aaMfaaafewrfa 'hlssit^'i^Ri'bWiw s?^r

aift^ qppuftffl agSTO i

sftwmiw aiRnPw^SEora^oi S'T^’TR ll faftiil

anas ftftlMrer^TaTraaiaT fafaaHT ftFaaiai aifaa-

ftetrara, BagrasrRT a3aTO*rcf§[RT ^w^rasIwl^Tn^,

towi aftsfraas^af aaftrara, tosttrrto faTaaraT arg

ftlfJIFI a aara^awfausa affcw: | W#q araKfiaft-

3a>g jaaag fratg at af?a fftr aapaa+dfkaa -+ 1® a*aafta

faft#Rt
1

| VNmmqni ggoffaaa fgftta; .
3^3Ff at

afofia%a fatgrasaf ftatg f#t ETP^t^t a c aflat^
graft ^ itaraaT *aiaT aftaa^fafa afgaqsta

,
aawatiaa-

araT §a# Ta^afagafiar qrafaraa? a ft gferari

##3 i f^nfa a aftcrca w?!f qrsftfa^a

ffttFafraqft^sft irat^ftt aaiafta larca mm aataggft

fafgsftafta afg a^rawafTft i

fTO 3J?*|ftqa^f TfT%fta q*mk qaatatf I fttfag

qraaaatrai aw 2 fa zi mm, * at q.aa? fa? aaaf? at

*

fftt ap. s^fta i TOfrarauaon qraaaftaT araaaT qra-

TraatraraftraTftaK Mta, fgawta aftaafa Wtawaragjs-

gjafa fawfwifa faaaawlfa ^tfta a afai faftag. i fa

ftqatsag I qtraqratfaw straw qaaqataat

1
s^ram. ijfrom fam*i \



JjjfoET 3

=^ST =* sfrraRm. RTtbI

<R*rf§f*? qwN$sjs I
*frftt sroffaftfa

5t^REfRlTT?^ffira ^ qM5iTO RTRT

=*
I 'RIT^MT^S 3T§oowrafJi^fq[ SsftiNl

RIRPTet fg^qiSTOWR jrfeRTWSrafaPjfcIS ^5T#5 ift-

sfteWRtg u
£J5T%T S^RT TOTFRq q mi.”

H?TRI q^T^ftfcI ?jfclR?5T RlT^raRRTR 2WS5T 5TO fqRlfq

t^ri ffa. ^ mmi snf^pft gs f^n*^ w
=q wprpr^r. i

2

^gqswRi^pnff w* w^ ^
5F5RF gq W =it iiff%g#R ft%, ssr^Rq qRRfa^ ^t

*rpt %w< Fgqftft fra i \ *rfrtt gRi^
^qp'RRrR ^r^rt crafts H’w^'Tfesftfer, wit

%{ri|Tfewfqfq^l FRq?TRf%R^F^ i ^Rre**Rrpr

1 “ Slivm W1 STFgSl SfSPTTcJFT I

STFgFPr T& STIH^T RTffrfottfa =3 U

mm Mj u”

q^^ra snftsra wi#? ^ q^qTftfo,

gt^Tci g^cfer <m-

mifW i fer
“ ggjsuGfil&jrpmLD up snjL^^uD gSuqu pmppppp&&p®j$BPp ^Qusmr
UPSITPLDP uStTTj&t^UjUhp-lLlLD ^Qd rDp!^j<oTT<o1T eSlG &<£>?> El <35(!3fF)LD U<36&lcF

<5=rraro$ir eroiciS'irgBnriu^gBrrCBa) ojp9ujuu(gu5
55

|f% qq
I

-

“%^=%s qqraR g>jsr stitch# ” ifit,
“ g^rRraRtsftoi *ri-

^fttriw *pi«rar ?*m*W softer ^flesmsrarer ” ?ra ^ 5ii®«h fluffs-



^FOTg^^toT 3*T I

”

(illfew^ EFTOfFcT FT^t

i 'rarpRiww wra=ssT¥Prfe

7§JJ spqrT'I *FW S^|F ftsra fra FT^S^
1

I WT *RT-

3TgfrE% 51W ‘STrSRRtW sfo I

FfT^FE im?#T[f53 TO TR^E^t
2

I *B ^ ^ 5IM-

’fozH'&m *r ster. sigfgsfcr ^ >n^iT%T ?f%, »iTn^TT ?i%,w RRRf^fEFfaJcT I El^#^ fgfvRT %

Eig^EFmfFt h Rg^Risn, (rerrw ),

?jfFnsT f sfkif^
8

i

_

m EraTT^T%. mgE^fitra, f^nar

f i RmEiEra eft? ®Fsfcftr%f3[

“ERR EE%«rfE E3pfe EIE^RWE? =SRR, ffcIfRrg^TOi

E3E %^HT M fq?E *TRI % Ftf4 ET^ EFFR ER-

^ (*, , \, ?-S) ?m Rfel I

1

Emfcr simr^” sFEfgfti E§g ?4%§

2
“E&et arm Eragq^g cEEgfti i

r^tEwt •sftttra giOTngfeg^T i

ait^a ftifEEFEra *ftg sflSur e i ” (|« l-io)
*
q|fi%(*S EEq| i (^rqsgggSi vn, 1v»)

“ sft SI5TO3 3TO3 I

i qiggftra ^fq” i (qragftgr v-», a)



sqftqgm 5 m-

jpfftft ?HffJTRi«r qiftq qp%T qqgfq qp-ng siftsqqfqj i sra-

sng^, ^If^T^JIcI sWToftt %2fRNWT qWTqTfq

wpmfse ftiqftsffqq^ a^qgq&Tiq qqsTgftrft 3n?w

fft 1 Slf^PqpfiRfq “ rR! EfflPT q^q^q^”

?ft ^ftqsqrqqF? ?nw qqm=tmS%q qftqr?r, “ f^nftqqq

g ^rr35<ptt ^Tqq^fcPpwT q qftqg” sft fqq?$rq

Rqnqqsfft*^ q^faft fq^fqqqRr ^Tqqpg^t qzzjim 1

i

PT^qsftf^HTfF qsawmq^ “ qra?Tq3raTqfq— qgq. e)qT%q

qwRirrelq. sftq qT sftf cr\q qg^f^oi ft qqqig. sirtw-

jpqsq ” sft “ qmfttofqqft q— ?raT q |q q qqq q

qi=Eq q qfaq q qftq q” fft q
2

Vi qr^iqsift qra^ftft-

fqqq q qffcqqs ?ft q-qm ^q^jqft ^
q?m) wgqr^ft n q I qiraftqqqqi^qT^q fqfqftsra

l?qfqqqftr ftq^qq i ^q^iqfqq fqqqrq qg^qift qn^ift

qqqifq qft qqiqft^^, qft qqgd^q qra^mft ,
qra^q-

fqqq, qra*Tqqftcn qft qra^qqrrsrfift ftqi fqqqq sqqfqfaft

fqdfasqqftq | qqqqTgqTq^ftqqSRRq qpr RHftqq^vq jjTSfj

qqpqT tRqqqraTosng ww ^qsqqFhq qrr^sfq

q^T^FTR qraqqp qqqqftft qjqot ftqqTST trq trq.

1
5??TTf$fcT %qqraif^»T3wra: sfe fewm qq-ra^it* ija%a ?ft

qqgjwft ftfeq qfag^^qsiqqq^Mr, jjs^ wil ^ sfiNrfqapirqrgsq-

fnnrr%r q»iq5ir <Rt?mret eqq spftafqfi q fqaqp^g^sftsrafct i

2 smi fqqwwws^Tqa't
(5D 2, 40)



^R5ir^T#r ftfqqqq # q

pm i

u «sa swfq <Piflq qfq^qqqqq” ?ra q^r-

W?i5ra'TOiipr(U-^ ? ) qaqqiqqnq ,
q^raftra qfqq to-

fqq nfFimqnsT^fq fqpqq mfsfq, psiw iqqq'fawt

qr% qm nq^tiq ^eiTq^-^Fyq-^^-qiqn^ gqfq qftqT-

jp-jt qqgq qif qij^qrara q ftqqNro fq^rat fqfqqT qq-

q€iwnqqm I %?. q siqqqqm qfemnq qgriqsis?^^

qqqfo qTq^qra?T’iqqfqqq qr#rqqfirfq qfqqrfci i

qq^ qq^r srst qqqsq q^ qnq#g qqqT% %ns-

Iwiqqgfqfq
1 qra^re qq^mre^q immmt i gpf^

q qfsFrarcqw m smpq TqqajqirfqqT fqffe q fqqrfqqqqi

sftqigqm qra^sqq qFnnqmqqTq ^Tqqqwrmfqq q^
SP? qoftq ffq, ^kPtqft sfpT^q qTSaRiqifqqqqf 3 133 fqq^T-

qqfwrsqmfqfq q fqfqqifa fq^tqT q^qqTOqrfqqnqTq i qqr-

pq qpqiq gqtfq fiqqqral fqqqt fTfqq*q sirapr armq-

^qqsjiq q*qfr?fq qf# qgqqqr qqi%iqqT

qqwBPnqr fqq^q; qqqjp^q qq^uft ^siiqi^q, q^-

q*q ?nw ^qonfqmrmtq l^qqqf^nfRqwqqT^,, mift-

tot qprqq^qrqq iq^Twrqqqm.
,
Ifql Tqfqpq «fitcorlf-

qqisq stgiqRT qraq^qf^Fn qfasrzqqT q#r$ q

#n^mqR^Tf*iq qq;q qq qoftq i fjRrcrqfcf jpq^qqfft mi

' qq %qq Iwrfqroqfq ^qqrep^tfg 1



3JR35T V®

“ fafefoPRfl0T cra-

a^.ia^fe I

RfrR^m^H gwRfT SWam
q-R<?far f=rf|aa qgqaw *st n
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% rtsts rr, qqRgRRTR <rt qrs^ftftfWiR rrt% i
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2
Introduction to the Pancaratra of Prof Schrader, P 25,
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